[The question of thrombocyte substitution as a prophylactic measure in splenectomy for idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP)].
The problem of intraoperative thrombocyte transfusion in splenectomy of patients with ITP is discussed. The indication for splenectomy cannot be equalized with that for intra-operative platelet substitution. Thrombocyte kinetic examinations with a concurrent determination of the thrombocyte turnover enable those patients to be recognized by their bleeding tendency who are particularly endangered by operations. The intraoperative platelet substitution should be limited to those patients with ITP whose turnover is markedly lowered as a manifestation of reduced thrombocytopoiesis. In these cases it is advisable to shift splenectomy to a later date.